
WRITING YOUR U FILM

Here’s the good news; if you do this bit correctly then your film will end up being
pretty good.  Here’s the bad news; coming up with a good idea can be difficult.
Often a good foundation is to think about things that interest you and start from
there.  This can include anything from light-saber fights, to philosophical
ramblings, to your boy/girlfriend.  Basically, make a U Film that you would like to
see yourself - you’d be surprised how effective this can be.

There is a specific format that professional scripts conform to, but your U film
doesn’t need to follow those rules.  The reason why this format exists is because in
the real world, lots and lots of people need to read and understand a script.
Therefore, it’s good if it’s written in a way that everyone is familiar with.  Seeing as
how only you and a few other people need to read your U Film script, format it any
way you like.  Just make sure that what’s going on in each scene is clear to the
people that need to read it.

Most professional scripts conform to a layout like this one:

INT    DAVID’S KITCHEN   DAY

David walks into the kitchen.  He looks around and opens
the fridge, getting out a carton of eggs.  He smashes
them on top of his head.

DAVID
  Boy, do I like eggs!

For your U Film, however, something like this is fine and much easier to format:

David walks into the kitchen.  He looks around and opens the fridge, getting out a
carton of eggs.  He smashes them on top of his head.

David:  Boy, do I like eggs!

It’s your choice whether or not you want to include camera directions and the like
in your script, for example:

(wide shot)  David walks into the kitchen.  He looks around and opens the fridge,
getting out a carton of eggs.  (close-up)  He smashes them on top of his head.

David:  Boy, do I like eggs!

Adding camera directions can be helpful to you, but it gets in the way of other
people who might also need to read the script.  A better idea is to write the script
with dialogue and character action only and then produce a storyboard.  A
storyboard is a series of pictures that outline how each shot in your film is going to
look and behave.  See?

[insert picture here that I’ll send to you later]



It doesn’t have to be as graphically complex as that, though.  Something like this is
just as effective.

[insert another picture here that I’ll send to you later!]

Having a storyboard on-hand when you’re shooting will save you a lot of time as it
means you won’t have to work anything out on the run.  This will make all the
people helping you make your U Film very happy because they can go home
sooner.

Hints and tips:
• Don’t underestimate the power of originality. Your new ideas are always

more interesting than rehashing someone elses.  Be bold and irreverent.
We love it!

• You are your best starting point.  Write what you know, or research what
you don’t.

• Virtue!  Making a U Film because you want get rich and famous and meet
Paris Hilton one day is not a good starting point.  Making a U Film because
you want to enrich the universe with your creativity is an odd, but
nonetheless positive, starting point.

• Editing can make a good script, great.  Get someone who tells it to you
straight to critique your script or idea.  Try not to get offended if they don’t
dig it and use your judgment as to whether or not the advice they offer will
make your U Film better.

• Keep it simple.  Try not to write more than eight typed pages of script.  Any
more than this and you risk creating a film that’s too long for U Film Fest.

• You’re probably not friends with Tom Hanks.  Writing lots of great dialogue
is fine, but if you don’t have actors skilled enough to deliver it, then it can
come across as being either terrible or mediocre.


